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Imagine, you can, the pleasant hours entertainment the patients this 
hospital, who have always understood television was out for us, are enjoying 
since the installation the new Motorola, 16” screen, set our Club Lounge. 
This beautiful blonde finished set, which blends nicely with other furnishings 
the Lounge, the Christmas gift the veterans hospitalized here from the 
Department Panama, Canal Zone, American Legion Auxiliary through the 
contributions all units the department. was purchased from George 
Marcuse the Radio Center, New Orleans, and installed Young Sanchez 
the Lutcher Electrical Supply Co., Lutcher, La. use the set our direct 
current required convertor and special booster antenna but the reception 
here the outer fringe the receiving area for clear and fine. 

While this gift the veterans for the enjoyment all the patients and 
the Lounge crowded daily with groups enjoying the programs. The New Year’s 
day football classic, the Sugar Bowl game from New Orleans, was viewed 
packed house all whom felt they were sitting the yard line the game. 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
communicable,” but susceptibility much greater in- (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish 
fants and young children, and decreases with age. the remoteness the communicability 
also probable that most cases the susceptibility fa- 

continental United States, endemic foci are 

limited Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these Since isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated have made grow artificial media but 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
considered practically non-communicable and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
The hospital Carville was founded fifty-four years ago. the same extent. Scientist more than 
date not single member the medical nursing 145 recorded has been able infect himself other 


staff has contracted the disease human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 
Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any necessity for it. 


Prints pictures THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. STAR cannot forwarded. 
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Having read every word the De- 
cember STAR, started reminiscing 
over the ten years have been trying 
raditate the light Truth Hansen’s 
Disease. It’s amazing what gradual pro- 
gress has been made, thanks the many 
friends who have held the torch high 
during the last decade. 
THE STAR now ranks with top 
flight specialized magazines and event- 
ually will reach the 20,000 mark cir- 
culation, I’m sure. 
Claude Brown 
National Field Secretary 
American Legion 

Little Rock, Arkansas 


owe lasting debt gratitude 
Claude Brown for his many valuable 
contributions our informational cam- 
paign but mainly because Claude was 
the first one take seriously that 
was necessary for THE STAR con- 
vert from mimeograph print, order 
expand our dissemination facts 
about HD, and did something con- 
crete about it. keep copy that 
first printed STAR (June 1944) our 
desk drawer. 


THE STAR staff has done credit- 
able job this past year and sincerely 
hope your profound con- 
tinue through all the succeeding years. 
Good luck and good health all. 

Dorthea Clancy 
Chicago, Illinois 


Since her visit here 1942 Miss 
Clancy has spoken about 
many clubs Chicago. She ardent 
advocate national organization, 
such the N.T.A., (National Tuber- 
Association) for public education 
and prevention and she has also 
urged that educational film 
made and widely 


have just finished reading Miracle 
‘Carville and has stirred that 
can not begin express all the thoughts 
that are going through mind. 
found hard believe that the book 
read was not just novel and the char- 
acters the product some one’s ima- 
gination. 

the dimmest recesses mind 
there was some knowledge such 
place Carville but had never con- 
sciously given any thought. Nor had 
ever thought what would like 
have live there. say that the book 
lived through the experiences Betty, 
Harry, Lolita, Stanley and the rest. 


glad for all the improvements 
that have taken place Carville and 
hope the day will yet come when segre- 
gation for Hansen’s disease will out- 
lawed. 


Mrs. Hartman 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Miracle Carville has aroused 
interest many its readers which 
they cannot idly cast aside 
write THE STAR for further infor- 
mation which, course, from where 


wish take this opportunity tell- 
ing you how much appreciate the con- 
tents THE STAR only Han- 
senite can. very grateful Sister 
Hilary Ross, and every member THE 
STAR staff for each issue, which and 
several others here find interesting 
and informative. not easy con- 
vince timid person that not 
grave danger being infected Han- 
senite, that Hansenite tells him so, 
but there are better chances the facts 
being accepted when they are seen 
cold print. keep circulating 
copies THE STAR and try send 
them where they will most good. 

hope the circulation THE STAR 
doubled the New Year. 

William Peachey 
Dehra Dun 
P., India 


Our library wishes carry complete 
file all issues THE STAR. 
such important publication feel 
the reading public should not miss 
single copy. 
Nolasco 
Chief, Administrative Division 
Bureau Health 

Manila, Philippines 


was very glad note that the State 
nostic center the Central Office (New 
Orleans) for the early diagnosis Han- 
sen’s disease; when this objective ex- 
panded afford such facilities Shre- 
veport, Alexandria, Lafayette and Baton 
Rouge, then, with the increasing num- 
ber arrested cases, the fear this 
disease will somewhat diminished 
and the stigma incarceration will 
removed. 


Director St. Landry Parish 
Health Unit 

Opelousas, La. 


May take this opportunity com- 


your organization the fine 
format and the commendable objectives 
your publication. 

Max Levine, Ph. 

Chief, Bureau Laboratories 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

report Dr. Levine’s important 

research work appears elsewhere 
this 


THE STAR mighty force 
creating sane and healthy attitude 
toward the disease and the patients af- 
flicted with it. With daughter who 
missionary nurse Lipive, Nigeria, 
and has over 400 leprosy patients who 
come her for medical care, 
deeply interested this work and hope 
that soon the new sulfone drugs will 
her clinic. Naturally, not 
have the fear, rather the unnecessary 
fear, that daughter will contract the 
disease should constant fright. 
She loves her patients and glad 
that she may used for this great work. 
what has thus far accomplished! Keep 
the good work and shall our 
part here. 

Mrs. Vissia 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Several years ago the invitation 
Public Health Service was priv- 
leged visit “Carville” for few days. 
realized the importance calling the 
disease 
and appreciated the good being done 
the use Promin. spreading 
the true news. 

Leonard Frescoln, M.D. 
Philidelphia, Pa. 


would like compliment THE 
STAR staff for the interesting way you 
are issuing the paper. look forward 
receiving THE STAR because frequent- 
find items news which are help- 
ful presentation the work 
throughout the State Pennsylvania. 

Cherles Crist 

Field secretary for Pennsylvania 

American Leprosy Mission 
Ardmore, Pa. 


THE STAR most intereting and 
glad learn much about Carville. 
knew nothing about before 
ashamed say). Outstanding work 
surely done there. was interested the 
well known people who have visited 
there and all the many activities that 
on. 


Julia Harrington 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
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New Message 


the years by, find myself more 
and more pleased comply with the 
editor’s request for New Year’s mes- 
sage the readers THE STAR. 
greet many friends Carville whom 
would not reach otherwise. 

Along with its religious ceremonials 
and gay festivities, the Christmas season 
affords short intermission from the 
strains and pressures that dominate 
living today’s busy world. The last 
week the year good time for all 
take stock, count our bless- 
ings and say “thank you” those 
who have given hand. 

who work with Hansen’s disease 
had very satisfying 1950. Our patients 
showed steady improvement, notably 
the condition their skin. Last year’s 
high discharge rate held. 
cessful results from orthopedic and phy- 
sical medicine procedures. Deformities 
were corrected and function restored 
the hands some our patients. 
Trophic ulcerations the feet are now 
less evidence. Dr. James Allen, 
Professor Ophthalmology Tulane 
University joined our corps consult- 
ants. now comes the hospital 
weekly treat patients with eye in- 
volvements. 

The research staff continued its in- 
tensive studies the nature Hansen’s 
disease. Thirteen new drugs were eva- 
luated for their effectiveness arrest- 
ing its progress. Tibione, preparation 
developed Germany during the last 
war for treating tuberculosis, 
used here Ferbuary 1950. now 
believe one the most promis- 
ing outside the sulfone series for fur- 


ther trial. 

Our community activities program 
moves ahead constantly. full time 
medical social worker now the 
staff helping new patients become 
adjusted their treatment 
ing those ready for discharge rejoin 
the ordinary home, social and business 
environments. The academic depart- 
ment our school now has three teach- 
ers holding certificates eligibility 
from the State Louisiana. manual 
arts therapist joins them soon. Last 
September, the first hospital recreation 
internship the United States was 
started when graduate student the 
University West Virginia reported 
for duty. During the year, some 
our patients organized the Point Clair 
Lions Club. The charter was received 
early October gay inaugural that 
brought here the Director General 
the International Association Lions 
Clubs. 

Outside the hospital, find more 
and more people seeking information 
about Hansen’s disease and Carville. 
the year coursed along, members the 
staff discussed our work 
sional and lay groups. Scientific exhibits 
and informational displays were shown 
meetings and conventions cities 
throughout the United States. most 
cases, people hearing about Carville 
for the first time express further interest 
and volunteer share their new know- 
ledge with others. 

would not able make this 
optimistic report were not for the 
enthusiastic cooperation our patients. 
Their willingness help inspira- 
tion. They gladly participate our 


studies, observing strictly the sometimes 
monotonous treatment regime, answer- 
ing questions over and over gather 
the basic data from which draw and 
check conclusions. 

Sincere tribute also due our staff— 
the physicians, the Sisters Charity, our 
resident chaplains, the auxiliary profes- 
sional group, the administrative, clerical 
and maintenance forces. Their devotion 
duty calibre that can only 
associated with soul-satisfying work. 

Our accomplishments Carville are 
made possible through the splendid 
backing given the Public Health 
Service and the Federal Security Agency 
honored 1950 visits both the 
Surgeon General, Dr. Leonard Sche- 
ele, and the Federal Security Adminis- 
trator, the Honorable Oscar Ewing. 

For their continued interest and sup- 
port, let cite again the fine contribu- 
tions the American Legion, the Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary, the Disabled 
American Veterans, the D.A.V. auxil- 
iary, the the Amvets, and other 
groups whose efforts our behalf are 
deeply appreciated. am_ especially 
grateful the kind people who cor- 
respond with our patients individually, 
remembering their birthdays and an- 
niversaries. 

God willing, shall carry our work 
forward 1951. ask the prayers and 
good will all our friends. 

all readers THE STAR, 
personal wishes for happy, healthy and 
productive New Year. 

Frederick 
Medical Director, Medical 
Officer Charge. 


Dr. Allen examining eyes Carville patient. 


One the country’s leading ophthal- 
mologists, Dr. James Allen, profes- 
sor ophthalmology Tulane Uni- 
versity school medicine, New Orleans, 
now holds clinics once week this 
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NEW DOCTOR JOINS STAFF 


hospital. 


Dr. Allen came Tulane from the 
gram research and graduate teaching 
diseases the eye, made possible 
large grant from the Edward 
Schlieder Educational Foundation, New 
Orleans. Soon after arrived New 
Orleans Dr. Allen indicated his desire 
make periodic trips Carville 
study and treat eye involvements 
Hansen’s disease, subject which has 
received attention 
through the years, although there 
high percentage eye involvement 
patients. 

has always been felt that should 
have man Dr. Allen’s high profes- 
cian but even are fortunate 


have his services consultant, 
which position has been appointed 
the Public Health Service. 


WELCOME DR. QUISENBERRY 


comparative new-comer the 
Public Health Service, Dr. William 
Quisenberry, senior assistant surgeon, 
new-comer the resident medical 
staff this hospital. With his wife and 
small daughter, Dr. Quisenberry arrived 
here mid-January from the U.S. Ma- 
rine Hospital, Savannah. has had 
previous experience with Hansen’s 
disease. 

Reports are that young Dr. Quisen- 
berry has pleasing and warm person- 
ality which always valuable asset 
doctor-patient relationship, particularly 
Carville. 
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Brazilian Rewarded For Work Hansen’s Disease 


Mrs. McCormick, unofficial pioneer 
Carville social work, and Mrs. Eunice Weaver. 


Seldom does anyone working the 
field receive such notable recog- 
nition was recently received 
Mrs. Eunice Weaver when the President 
Brazil November 20, 1950, decreed 
that her name entered the Na- 
tion’s Book Honor and, also, gave 
her the title “Comodadeira.” 

When Mrs. Weaver visited Car- 
ville August, 1946, THE STAR 
asked her how program patterned 
after the work she was doing 
Brazil could organized the 
United States. She answered, be- 
lieve the whole trouble that the 
American people have never realized 
that something should done. They 
will support programs other na- 
tions, completely overlooking their 
responsibilities towards families, es- 
pecially children, the United 
States.” 

1948 the International Con- 
gress Leprosy Havana, Cuba, 
Mrs. Weaver was appointed pres- 
ident the committee social as- 
sistance. The conclusions this com- 
mittee “that the social assistance 
the patient with leprosy his 
family fundamental necessity 
combating this disease,” 
“Governments and voluntary organi- 
zations are therefore urged accept 
responsibility for providing such as- 
sistance” seem the five-point pro- 
gram recommended for meeting this 
responsibility based largely 
the program now being practiced 
Brazil Mrs. Weaver and the Fed- 
eration Societies for Assistance 
Hansen’s Disease Patients. 

This latest recognition and title 
given Mrs. Weaver the Bra- 
zilian government but one many 
she has received for her work. 


THE STAR takes pleasure re- 


viewing her work through the 
abridgment the following article 
Frederic del Villar. 


found school institution bearing 
the name Eunice Weaver, Brazilian 
woman, thus honored because her 
service humanity, especially the 
patients Hansen’s disease 
children. 

president the National Federa- 
tion Societies that combat Hansen’s 
disease, for about twenty years she has 
been directing work large the 
country itself, reclaiming 
for society thousands citizens who, 
otherwise, would doomed live 
outcasts. 


She was born some forty-odd 
ago the state Paulo. Her child- 
hood was spent her father’s farm 
where, the neighborhood, many men 
and women, suffering with Hansen’s 
disease, went about foot horse- 
back, begging alms. Until about thirty 
years ago the condition people with 
most South American countries 
was much the same Biblical times. 
The outcasts often camped tents near 
villages. People fled their approach. 
Shunned everybody, they roamed 
search food and shelter. 

Where the Weavers lived the State 
Minas after her marriage Amer- 
ican 1927, the condition Hansen’s 
disease sufferers was deplorable. Mrs. 
Weaver, education sociologist and 
journalist, began write articles and 
make campaign their behalf. 
Soon she had sent the Colony for the 
afflicted with Hansen’s disease more 
than hundred people. Later she raised 
money build for them community 
building. 

1935 the Brazilian government 
began offering voluntarily for her work 
behalf the children Hansen’s 
but she often raised private donations 
more than twice the amount. 

1938 she was among those who of- 
ficially represented Brazil the Inter- 
national Leprosy Congress Cairo, 
being the only woman there 
present paper. 

Brazil there are now thirty colo- 
nies for patients with Hansen’s disease 
They are supported the government, 
state and federal. Also there are under 
the care Mrs organization, 
private institution and thirty 
vention-Homes” “Educandarios,” 
she prefers call them order elim- 
inate any stigmatizing idea the dis- 
ease. 

the various colonies her Federation 
has built chapels, libraries, schools, so- 
grounds, for all which she has had 


raise millions dollars. Her program 
covers all the social and educational 
phases the life the family where 
has attacked. 

have been cured. Stringent rules require 
that before case dismissed, least 
three years must pass without symptoms 
the disease. The Federation helps 
rehabilitate many Hansenians restored 
society, and arrange for them remu- 
nerative work. 

When children the infected parents 
are found still free from the dis- 
ease, they are kept for while the 
observation section the Educandario. 

Many the young people who have 
passed through these establishments are 
today public officials. Others have pro- 
fessions, teaching and nursing being 
mostly chosen, especially the young 
women. Many have married and now 
have their own families with healthy 
children. 


present there are some 4,000 young 
boys end girls rescued the Preven- 
tion-Homes. More than that many have 
become age, and have taken 
normal life citizens. There has 
never been case Hansen’s disease 
among children the mothers interned 
Colonies, the baby was taken 
birth the Educandario. More than 
forty these healthy babies have later 
been adopted into private homes, some- 
times well-to-do families. 

1942 Mrs. Weaver was delegate 
the Pan-American Child Congress 
year was invited the government 
Paraguay organize that country 
work such she was doing Brazil. 
appreciation for what she did, and 
for the building Prevention-Home 
the country decorated her with the“Or- 
der Merit,” the first woman receive 
the distinction. 


1946, the invitation the De- 
partment State the A., she 
visited this country for six months, stud- 
ying social work operation, and 
speaking schools universities. 
Two years later, she was official re- 
presentative Brazil the Interna- 
tional Leprosy Congress Havana. 
Then she was invited visit thirteen 
other American countries, help 
organizing preventive measures and 
social work behalf the people 
with and their families. 


She has been honored with member- 
ship the Paraguay Society Lepro- 
logists, and the Paulista Society. La- 
ter the International Society London 
conferred her similar honor. The 
government Cuba, recognition 
her services that country, gave her 
the decoration the “Order Merit.” 

(Continued page 11) 
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Passport The Past 


The tall, slightly-stooped 
from the swivel chair, stretched out his 
arm for last handshake and with 
attempt phrasing good wishes, walked 
out the office. 


John Henry Barthel (Mr. Henry) retires aft- 
twenty-seven years service here 

seventy, his large, white moustache 
shoulders had surrendered 
slightly the force gravity, but age 
had not weakened the grasp the hand 
nor his outlook towards the 
When walked out the office after 
his final visit, John Henry Barthel, who 
retiring the hospital’s labor fore- 
man after twenty-five years service, 
had left behind him picture the 
plantation era the South, sketched 
from his recollections and colored 
the tales his elders. 


John Henry Barthel’s father arrived 
New Orleans after six months jour- 
ney across the Atlantic. had left Ger- 
many when that country’s system mili- 
tary training became less attractive and 
his period for service 
“In those days,” Mr. Henry tells us, 
didn’t know where you were going 
land when you got one them 
boats, but father turned working 
for man just down the river here. 
was supposed work two years for him 
and got one pair shoes, pair 
pants, shirt, and three meals day. 
stayed there for eighteen months, 
until one Sunday, was sitting the 
bank river fishing when another 
German immigrant came along 
row boat. They got talking and 
told father that would get 
his things and come work the place 
worked, get paid. father 
had everything owned his back; 
just put the fishing pole 
the bank, got the boat, and went 
work for this other man. got twenty 
cents day there.” 

The story, continued detail, 
would show gradual rise the fortune 
and position, which typified the 


THE STAR 


WITH MR. HENRY 


zation, the opportunity which drew 
the daring and self-reliant settlers, who 
made our early history, these shores. 
Suffice say this brief journal 
that Mr. Barthel senior soon became 
the proud possessor one hundred 
acres farm land only nine miles from 
this hospital. was here that Mr. Henry 
was born, the fifth nine children. 

our foggy memory history, the 
pre-Civil War period and the time 
and including the days Mr. 
youth were lived way which gave 
color unlike that any other section 
the country. You get hint when 
you are studying history and little 
more when reading the historical nov- 
els Natchez, New Orleans, and the 
rest; but talking with Mr. Henry, 
there the feeling suddenly coming 
face face with the Old South. 
course,it not all fact. Mr. Henry ad- 
mits that much was neighborhood 
talk which heard youngster. But 
there is, the Natchez and the Robert 
Lee racing the Mississippi, with 
the crews throwing everything the 
beilers that would burn, including the 
meat from the tables, darkies their 
Sunday best lining the levee for this 
historic race and for the Sunday parade 
sternwheelers which plied from New 
Orleans St. Louis. 


colorful any the tales the 
story the Indian Camp plantation 
which our hospital now stands. “The 
Camps held the place through the War 
Between the States and Reconstruction, 
living style which still synonym 
for luxury and elegance among the des- 
cendants their neighbors Point 
Rumor has that one the 
early owners went northward each year 
and purchased dozen the loveliest 
voung girls available whom trained 
for work the mansion house—now the 
administration building. Each year the 
trek the slave mart took place and 
each year when returned from his 
buying trip with his new retinue 
slaves, the previous year’s household 
staff, now year older and, perhaps, 
conditioned for the harder work the 
field, was turned out pasture. 

After the Civil War though, the plan- 
tation’s activities had given way de- 
terioration and decay until November 
30, 1894, when tug towed coal barge 
arrived with its cargo settlers for the 
ostrich farm. Mr. Henry said, “It was 
good thing that Captain Sims told the 
people around here that they were open- 
ing ostrich farm instead lep- 
rosarium, because they would probably 
have burned the place down just like the 
Jefferson Parish did the year 
before. When the folks around here did 
find out, they were pretty upset and 


when they had the leprosarium, 
they even drove the other side the 
levee they wouldn’t see the place.” 

1904 Mr. Henry was appointed 
Governor Luther Hall four year 
term the State Control for 
this hospital. The Board used visit 
the hospital once month find out 
what was needed. The patients weren’t 
consulted anything those days until 
the question bread came up. One 
the members the Board supported 
the bid bakery his home town 
New Orleans. Mr. Henry said that 
those days the roads were bad that 
sometimes the only way you could make 
even the two-mile trip from the hospital 
Carville for mail was boat. took 
three days get the bread here from 
New Orleans. When the question 
contract for bread arose, Mr. Henry ar- 
ranged with one the nearby bakeries 
retime its baking hour and submit 
sample. The loaves from 
keries, one stale, the other still warm, 
were put before the patients with the 
obvious outcome. 

Having read some the annual re- 
ports turned the hospital during 
the years that was operated the 
State Louisiana, asked Mr. Henry 
about the parting requests most 
the reports for funds build higher 
and stronger fence separate the 
sexes. told that those days even 
the walks had wooden partition down 
the middle divide the men from the 
women and that there were sentry boxes 
each end the walk where watch- 
men reported and prevented any de- 

“That was all changed,” said Mr. 
Henry, “when came here work 
Mr. Henry, who had been 
farmer until then had run head 
into the post-war financial depression 
and took work carpenter with the 
construction company building the new 
dormitories the hospital. When the 
work was completed, refused the 
company’s offer with them New 
England, and June 19, 1924, went 
work for the government, cleaning out 
the woods the back the hospital.” 
Recalling the scene then, Mr. Henry 
said, “In those days the hospital grounds 
went 300 feet farther out front and 
the boys used have their chicken yards 
there. When they built the new levee, 
all the chickens had moved the 
back where the cottages are now.” The 
neatly painted wooden houses which 
recognize today Grove” were 
then hodge-podge army surplus—a 
tent city. the corner where the Car- 
penters now have their abode, Gregory 
had fresh fruit and oyster stand. 


(Continued page col. 
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All roads must have led Carville 
the evening THE Fifth An- 
nual Community Christmas party, De- 
cember 17, sponsored the 
Activities Club the Louisiana South- 
ern Bell Telephone and Telegraph 
Company. While are becoming 
customed visitors never have had 
such influx that date. Parking 
which usually problem here could 
have become traffic snarl had not 
been for the fine cooperation the 
local Boy Scout Troop 
Scoutmaster Gaston England, one the 
school teachers here. The boys parked 
cars far and wide yet endeavoring get 
everyone near the rec hall possible. 


Our ballroom has always seemed un- 
usually large and ample for all 
social functions. preparing the room 
for the party every chair which could 
mustered was brought into the hall and 
those working with the decorations were 
heard say, never need that 
many.” Long before the last bus load 
visitors arrived the cry was set 
can get more chairs?” and 
the time all had arrived began 
wonder there would enough stand- 
ing room. the very first time that 
our ballroom has ever appeared crowd- 


ed. 


Barely enough floor space was left 
open the center the room for the 
entertainers perform. Greeting 
friends was next impossible for you 
looked out sea faces until you 
couldn‘t sure who anyone was. The 
entrance gate reported 366 visitors, the 
largest number guests one day 


Starry 


the history the hospital, and that 
doesn’t include like number pa- 
tients and large number hospital 
personnel present the party. The 
gathering was estimated between 750 
and 800 people. 


Front Miss Leila Fadel, Cairo, Egypt; 
Miss Lada Bangkok, Thailand; 
Prasong Wittaya, Bangkok, Thailand. Second 
row, Miss Joyce Afriat, Tangier, Morocco: 
Bashir, Kuala Lumpur, Malaya and Miss 
Isabel Bernardo, Manilo, Philipines. 


Among our guests were persons from 
five states and six nations. Included were 
visitors from Egypt, Thailand, Moroc- 
co, Malaya and the Philippines. This 
group, all employees the U.S. Infor- 
mation Service their respective coun- 
tries, three months tour the 
United States sponsored the State 
Department acquaint them with our 
country and its people. They were 
brought Carville Ashton Green, 
Chairman the Baton Rouge Chapter 
the Foreign Policy Association 
through the interest Conrad Manley 
Gould, Blieden and Manley, public 
relations counsel Baton Rouge. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Manley were here for the 
party, too. Our foreign guests com- 
mented that their trip this hospital 
and the party was “one the high 
spots” their tour the country. 


Early the day the party close- 
the mammoth Christmas tree, 
flanked both sides with mounted 
Santa Claus heads, was taken. This tree 
and some the other decorations were 
the gift the City New Orleans 
through the courtesy its chief deco- 
rator, Miss Betty Finnin, who has as- 
sisted this manner the past two 
years. Much the unusual and artistic 
wall decorations were the handiwork 
Mary Priebe, recreational interne, and 
Barbara Jerris THE STAR staff. 

Below the tree the gifts were piled 
high for each patient was remembered 
and Old Santa Claus, the person 
Jack Powers was hand 
distribute them. There were gaily wrap- 
ped packages from the Campbell Soup 


Co. Chicago, headed Miss Mae 
Fitzgerald. Mrs. Edith Holmes, Illinois 
Bell Telephone Co., Chicago, who five 
years ago inaugurated the idea gifts 
for all patients enlisted assistance from 
the Edgewater, Lake View, Lake View 
Information, Pensacola, Irving and 
Rogers Park offices and the Plant Men 
the Edgewater Office. This year the 
Chicago “hello” girls were joined 
our neighbors, the Women’s Activities 
Club the Louisiana Southern Bell 
Telephone Telegraph Co., headed 
Miss Dorothy Ahern, state chairman. 
Not only did the Louisiana “belles” 
came the party masse and served 
most graciously Seventy- 
five offices the Telephone Co. this 
state were represented the activity, 
and they also contributed generous 
check assist with the expenses the 
refreshments. 

Ralph Sims, Program Director Ra- 
WJBO, Baton Rouge, 
brought the portable tape recorder and 
thirty minute recording was made 
the activities which was aired day 
two later. 


During the broadcast Dr. F.A. Johan- 
sen, Medical Officer Charge, greeted 
patients and guests, saying, “The year 
drawing close has been marked 
impressive gains health for many 
you. This marks 
Christmas here Carville, 
have been some remarkable changes. 
Twenty-seven years ago visitors were 
few. Tonight visitors equal patients 
number. note magnificent improve- 
ment the clinical appearance pa- 
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ghlights Horizon Here 


tients. There are many other evidences 
advancement here Carville but the 
most heartening your improved mo- 
rale. Your spirit high—the gaiety 
this very occasion rings true—you are 
happier, healthier people.” 


Max Fetty, Baton Rouge, natural 
born emcee, was hand loosen 
the crowd ahead the broadcast and 
get the carol singing underway. The 
music, arranged Tommy Crews, 
president the Baton Rouge Local 
the American Federation Musicians, 
was furnished the Baton Rouge Civic 
Symphony Ensemble under the baton 
Director Robert Gipe, courtesy the 
recording trust fund the A.F. M., 
and their playing made wish for 
encore evening when other 
entertainment scheduled. Included 
the entertainment part the pro- 
gram were Paul Mims and his Silver 
Saddle ‘Troubadours from the Grun- 
wold School Music, arranged Car- 
ville’s old friend Kelly Rand; group 
six young dancers from the Mussette 
School Dance, arranged Mrs. Irma 
Griffatta; Miss Acel Ross Mitchell, so- 
prano; Earl Ryan, baritone; Ralph 
Fountain, magician; Senorita Berta, 
presenting songs and dances and and ex- 
cellent acrobatic performer all New 
Orleans. The Optimist Club the City 
provided transportation and 
dent, Bill Maris and Mrs. Maris accom- 
panied the guests Carville. The mo- 
torcade fifty cars, under the direction 
Judge Leo Blessing arrived early 
the afternoon and the group enjoyed 
tour the hospital. 


be, 

While the entertainment was treat 
the refreshments were super special. 
Sam Michael Baton Rouge contacted 
dealers bottled and they con- 
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tributed fifths what required put 
the “zing” into eggnog. Our ever faith- 
ful Hattie Dayries Baton Rouge, Re- 
habilitation Chairman for the Depart- 
ment Louisiana, American Legion 
Auxiliary, prepared the delicious turkey 
sandwiches and the members the 
Crowley Unit 15, Louisiana, must have 
baked cookies for days for the occasion. 
Mrs. Mary Lou Knight and Mrs. Jerry 
Ashley drove over downpour 
rain the eve the party deliver 
them us. Spann, who annually 
supervises the kitchen, was deck and 
the southern “belles” saw that everyone 
was served abundantly. 

Our thanks Mrs. George Parker, 
New Orleans, for decorations and 
Miss Linnie Stronach, Oak Park, 
Lulu Stull, Albion, Michigan; Joe Row- 
ley, San Antonio, Texas and Clark 
Wells, Toledo, Ohio for their checks. 


The party history but the memory 
will continue linger and the num- 
ber visitors one time will the 
subject conversation with our rock- 
ing chair brigade for months come. 
enjoyed having each and everyone 
you and consider this standing invi- 
tation come calling anytime you are 
near our bend old man river. 

Now bit late, but none the less 
sincere, our heartfelt appreciation 
each you who made our holidays 
happy and may God you with 
health throughout 


The Cantata-Drama “Led Star” 
presented the Natural Music Club 
our theatre the evenings De- 
cember and 24, with all patient 
cast and chorus, was the finest the 


annual nativity productions ever given 
here. 


Through the cooperation Mrs. 
Dampf Temple B’Nai Israel, Baton 
Rouge, the State Temple Sisterhood has 
purchased phonograph and albums 
records for the handicapped and 
blind patients this hospital. gift, 
memory deceased Jewish patient, 
being kept the Jolly Social Club 
Room where available the men 
all three houses. The converter re- 
quired for its use direct current has 
been purchased the Social Service 
Committee through Rab- 
Emil Leipziger, New Orleans. 


The Club Baton 
Rouge, through Mrs. Abel Leonard, en- 
tered subscription Reader’s Digest 
for the. veterans and Mrs. Bessie Knox 
sent check for gifts. Mrs. Leonard also 


interested the Athenian Sunday School 
Class the First Baptist Church 
Baton Rouge remembering the World 
War boys with gifts former years. 


The original the 
inscribed all the Gang the 
Marine Hospital Clair Perrault” and 
autographed each member the 
band was given the when 
this fine dance band on, the 
afternoon December 17. The orches- 
tra was then filling engagement 
Club Louisiane Baton Rouge and 
our friend Sam Michael arranged for 
them entertain us. 


Gifts were the order the 
day this holiday season but there were 
one two gifts which call for special 
mention. story the October ‘50 
STAR pointed the need our pa- 
tients’ Library for large Merriam Web- 
ster dictionary. This article interested 
Eugene Stanley, New Orleans attorney, 
and contacted the publishers about 
it. reply Mr. Lynch the 
and Merriam Co. wrote, “We receive 
many requests similar yours and our 
general policy fairness all ac- 
cede none. However, feel this 
instance must make exception. 
are shipping the dictionary the Li- 
brarian the hospital.” 


While the article didn’t mention it, 
nothing was needed more THE 
STAR offices than the same type 
dictionary. The Grand Voiture South 
Carolina decided our Santa Claus 
and sent one with nice inscrip- 
tion the flyleaf. These two dictiona- 
ries will put good use for many 
years come. 


Judge Harold Moore, First Muni- 
cipal Court, New Orleans collected 
funds from his court associates and sent 
the cash the veterans this hospital 
Christmastime. 


Getting You Told 


Human interest stories this com- 
munity are thick the weeds just 
outside the locally famous the 
Many these stories cannot 
told unless one ready make 
hurried exit through that hole. Some 
that can and should told probably 
never will be. But here very recent 
one can and will tell you. enthusi- 
asm for high. 

The day after Christmas Dolly sent 
word that she wanted see me. 
message like that from Dolly amounts 
time presenting myself the lady’s 
boudoir. 

“Sit down,” she ordered. “You can 
spare old friend fifteen twenty 
minutes. That STAR won’t run away,” 

sank into the soft cushions big 
chair. “Solid comfort,” 
“Christmas 

“Sure is,” she beamed, and noticed 
that the lilt her voice was even more 
cheery than usual, and that saying 
lot for Dolly, whose name not only 
rhymes with jolly, that adjective fits her 


“Those ladies from the Presbyterian 
Church Baton Rouge gave the 
chair, and brought themselves. 
that nice?” And then she added, 
“This was the best Christmas I’ve had 
since I’ve been Carville.” 

“Lots gifts?” asked. 

should say so, but called you 
over tell you about particular gift— 
very special one,” and again she had 
that lilt her voice. 

“Tell about it,” suggested. But 
Dolly needed urging. 

received the most beautiful cameo 
brooch from Bill and his wife, with 
sweet note,” she announced triumph- 
antly. 

“Bill?” your boy, 
Dolly?” asked, hoping that was. 

“Yes, yes,” she all but sang it. 

“Wonderful! but how did 

“It all this letter,” she added, 
“and want you hear right now.” 

But before reveal the contents 
the letter, let tell you abut Dolly 
herself and something her story. 


Dolly has been patient Carville 
for nineteen years, now arrested 
case and could leave to-morrow she 
had place and someone 
care for her. When she left her home 
city, only her sister brother-in-law 
knew the nature her illness. They 
told her was best not tell the rest 
the family her wide circle 
friends. The greatest heartache she had 
‘in leaving home was the separation from 


Thing Two 
Lost and Found 


her ten year old adopted son whom she 
had reared from babyhood. She left the 
boy with her sister. 

Dolly was very ill the first few years 
she was Carville and the letters back 
and forth became fewer and fewer the 
years passed. the few letters there 
were from her sister, Dolly got the idea 
that her family considered her good 
dead. But she never gave hope 
nor did her deep concern for her boy 
lessen. 

When World War broke out, Dolly 
knew that her boy would it. She 
wrote her sister many times, seeking 
information, but the only word she got 
was, “Yes, Bill the service and 
has changed his name 

Dolly told about this and vol- 
unteered try locate Bill. With the 
help Steve McCormick, working 
through the Red Cross, learned that 
was with the Seabees Panama. 
not know how the Red Cross handled 
the case, what they told Bill, and 
not mean this reflection that 
splendid organization. But the Red 
Cross worker who contacted the boy 
probably knew little nothing about 
Hansen’s disease. Anyhow, whatever 
learned about his mother that critical 
time, the only word got here was that 
Bill “did not wish anything about 
getting touch with his mother.” Even 
Dolly’s bouyant spirit was crushed 
this blow. 

Again the years passed. few months 
ago, one the Public Health 
Service nurses, here special duty, was 
attracted Dolly’s sunny disposition 
and through conversation that 
they were from the same city. They 
became quite good friends 
nurse heard Dolly’s story and even read 
the few letters Dolly 
through the years, particularly one 
two scribbled notes from 
written when was youngster 
school. 

“Do you want try and find 
your son for you,” the nurse asked. 

“Do I!” Dolly leaped the sugges- 
tion. 

find him,” said the determined 
young nurse, “and when do, tell 
him the whole story, the truth what 
happened you and the facts about 
your illness.” 

Here, part, the letter the nurse 
wrote Dolly: promised hear 
from before Christmas—about your 
son, had difficulty locating him. 
still carries your family name. After 
phone call, came see me. Dolly, 
you can mighty proud him. Tall, 
blonde, handsome and 


didn’t seem know much abeut 
your illness. However, was very much 
interested where and how you lived, 
etc. showed him some pictures Car- 
ville and asked about visiting. 
start with and then, too, think 
bit shy—it’s been long that he’s not 
quite sure what write. did say 
that thought he’d rather try pay 
you visit during his vacation. the 
moment has good job, puts it, 
just fellow working for living.’ 
Dolly, he’s really very fine young man, 
kind, honest and sincere. needs time 
get used the idea having 
mother who interested him.” 
S.S. 


Educational Front 


new plea for better understand- 
ing the ancient disease Biblical 
Campbell Homer, La., 
habilitation chairman the American 
Legion Auxiliary the annual North 
Central States area child welfare and 
rehabilitation conference, held Minn- 
eapolis January 1951. Speaking 
the afternoon session, Mrs. Campbell 
said, “I’m stressing the need for special 
educational campaign teach the pub- 
lic more about Hansen’s disease. Behind 
this campaign the fact that the global 
warfare now being waged the United 
States taking troops into overseas 
areas where the disease prevalent. 
must face the fact that some our boys 
are going come home with Hansen’s 
disease. think the general public 
should know the actual facts about lep- 
rosy. Too much shrouded fear, 
superstition. also think doctors all 
over the country should more 
miliar with Hansen’s disease and how 
diagnose and treat it.” 

“Legislation 
placed victims the disease being 
sought the auxiliary. Since the dis- 
ease only slightly contagious, feel 
that the patients should not con- 
fined institutions though they were 
criminals.” 


“The greatest cross that those afflict- 
with Hansen’s disease have bear 
the cross placed them the public 
when they are cured and into the 
world seeking gainful occupation.” This 
statement, showing the 
gress made the treatment and cure 

Continued page 11, Col. 
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What’s New The Treatment Hansen’s Disease 


TIBIONE, (4-acetyl aminobenzalde- 
hyde thiosemicarbazone) chemical de- 
veloped Germany the Bayer labor- 
atories, Nobel prize winner Dr. Ger- 
hard Domagk and his associates for the 
one the most promising outside 
the sulfone series for further clinical 
trial Hansen’s disease the early 
beneficial effects reported 
Dr. Johansen the American 
Medical Association last June, 
paper “Current Status Therapy 
Leprosy,” Dr. Johansen and Dr. 
Erickson. The paper was publish- 
18, 1950). 

The “early beneficial 
which Dr. Johansen referred were ob- 
tained five patients here treated with 
tibione, “all whom have shown im- 
provement.” Dr. Johansen said, “two pa- 
tients with far advanced leprosy were 
especially benefitted.” One these pa- 
tients had larynx involvement and 
was unable talk above whisper. 
the end two months treatment with 
tibione the patient’s voice returned 
normal, and skin manifestations were 
decidedly improved. 
with numerous ulcerations began im- 
prove after three weeks treatment, and 
all ulcers were healed after two months. 
Dr. Johansen stated, “It too early 
yet make any evaluation the effect 
tibione might have the bacillus 
self the tissues.” 

the most promising new 
drug for leprosy present.” That the 
way Dr. Erickson put it, when re- 
ported treatment the New 
York Academy Sciences November. 
Dr. Erickson, who was Clinical Director 
this hospital until his transfer Sep- 
tember, had begun careful work with 
number new drugs for treating HD, 
which tibione was one. 

Because caused germ close- 
related that which causes TB, and 
because the germ cannot grown 
while the germ can, work 
has been done with drugs which have 
shown promise TB. 
which today are considered “the treat- 
ment choice” were originally 
developed for treating TB. 

Tuberculosis journals the 
report that not expected 
supercede streptomycin but usually 
found most effective when used 
along with it. most important obser- 
vation present that this drug pre- 
vents the resistance streptomycin 
which tubercle bacilli are known de- 
velop.” said that the Hansen bacilli 
also develop resistance streptomycin 
and probably the sulfones, too, after 
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long period treatment. More than 
likely this accounts for Dr. Erickson’s 
enthusiasm for combined therapy, 
idea which conceived and carried 
out this hospital with streptomycin 
and Promin and other drug combina- 
tions. Before leaving Dr. Erickson said, 
“Combined therapy would probably 
turn out the most effective treat- 
ment for HD.” 

THIACETAZONE (Boots Pure Drug 
Co., London) gave spectacular results 
the treatment ten patients 
England, all advanced cases, after only 
four months treatment, according 
Ryrie, published the British Medical 
Journal “The Lancet” (Aug. 19,1950) 
and reported glowing terms the 

each the ten cases treated with 
thiacetazone for four months, with the 
possible exception one, Dr. Ryrie 
reported definite clinical 
logical improvement. some the 
patients clinical im- 
provement occured with 
pidity, one patient became negative after 
four weeks treatment and has re- 
mained so. 

Dr. Ryrie points out that under sul- 
fone treatment clinical improvement 
advanced does not occur under 
year and bacteriological improvement 
comes even later, about two and one- 
half years. Dr. Ryrie concludes, “It 
obviously far too soon make anything 
more than tentative assessment the 
early effects treatment. But the clinic- 
and bacteriological effects thiace- 
tazone recorded, well worth fuller 
study.” 

Examination the chemical 
tazone reveal the significant fact 
that they are one and the same 
drug, under 
names. 

view the early optimistic refer- 
ences tibione Drs. Johansen and 
Erickson and Dr. Ryrie’s report, 
await with interest Carville’s full pre- 
liminary report tibione, well 
the next progress report Dr. 

Among new drugs tried 
Carville 1950 which mention was 
given Drs. Johansen and Erickson 
were: 

PAS, (Para Aminosalicylic Acid) de- 
veloped Sweden has been effective 
intestinal tuberculosis. Limited experi- 
ence indicates PAS has early 
good effects. 

DIHYDROSTREPTOMYCIN, 
now replaced streptomycin ther- 
apy. has been definitely established 
that this drug has 
perties. Cases eye involvements, such 
iritis have responded favorably. Dihy- 


drostreptomycin has been recommended 
apy. 
AUREOMYCIN Hydrochloride, the 
trial this antibiotic was re- 
ported five patients after one year’s 
treatment. all cases clinical and 
bacteriological improvement was noted. 
But the doctors commented, 
ment the ultimate effectiveness 
aureomycin must await further 
trial larger group patients.” 
PROMACETIN, (Parke Davis) 


the most recent the sulfone drugs 


have been given thorough test here. 
has now been experimentally evalu- 
ated for over two years and encour- 
aging progress report has 
lished. “In group patients was 
found that clinical improvement skin 
lesions was noted two eight weeks 
after treatment was was 
reduction bacilli the skin smears 
after the first year treatment.” Pro- 
macetin taken mouth and was 
found exceptionally well tolerated 
Carville patients. Dr. E.A. Sharp, 
Director Clinical Investigation, Parke- 
Davis, states, “Promacetin practically 
free from the undesirable characteris- 
tics all the other sulfones use to- 
day such anemia and gastric intes- 
tinal upsets. addition, patients resis- 
tant continued treatment with other 
sulfones have shown further response 
the market.” This important announce- 
ment from Parke-Davis should 
special interest workers trop- 
ical countries where there shortage 
skilled technical personnel. 

CORTISONE, the anti-arthritis drug 
from very limited experience with 
Carville, may prove helpful 
some phases Hansen’s disease. more 
through clinical investigation will prob- 
ably made. 

DDS (diaminodiphenysulphone) the 
parent substance from which the various 
sulfones are derived (such Promin, 
Diasone and others now use 
therapy) once thought too toxic for 
humans, during the past year was used 
India and Nigeria British workers. 
They report DDS safe small doses 
mouth and just effective the sul- 
fone derivatives with the advantage that 
this drug costs only one twentieth that 
treatment with the proprietary sul- 
fones. 

Next month’s STAR will carrv 
WHAT’S NEW RESEARCH 
HANSEN’S DISEASE. 


When you finish reading THE STAR 
will you please help passing 
one your friends. 
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wife looked back and was turned 
into pillar salt. such dire con- 
sequence awaits (we hope) for look- 
ing back the past review high- 
lights ‘THE work and 
comment briefly some developments, 
progressive and otherwise, the Han- 
sen’s disease situation. 

July, Legislative action (Act 
272), the State Louisiana removed 
leprosy from the category such quar- 
antinable diseases smallpox 
low fever, which category had been 
placed more than quarter cen- 
tury ago. one had bothered cor- 
rect this injustice until THE STAR 
mobilized forces the American Le- 
gion and its Auxiliary and other veteran 
groups the State, make this archaic 
legislation null and void. 

Earlier the year the Louisiana 
State Medical Society repealed its reso- 
lution, approved 1947, which 
went record that all treatment and 
research pertaining leprosy Lou- 
isiana should confined strictly Car- 
ville. THE STAR vigorously protested 
this resolution. Although 
ing directly with its eventual re- 
peal, feel that here another in- 
stance our educational program bear- 
ing fruit. The repeal this resolu- 
tion and the passage Act 272 were 
contributing factors toward getting un- 
der way, November, statewide pro- 
gram early case finding and treat- 
ment, and the establishment 
clinic New Orleans, headed Dr. 
William Meyer, formerly the Carville 
staff. 


Seeing Believing 


Carville patients have gone record, 
through the Patients’ Federation, 
welcoming general visitors, more and 
more whom are coming see this 
hospital, THE STAR promoted 
this new policy. 1950 THE STAR 
staff and other patients escorted many 
visitors through this community, most 
whom admitted that their visit had 
been revelation. matter how much 
people may read this subject, nothing 
takes the place seeing the hospital 
and the patients for themselves. 


Information Spreads 


very small, compared the number 
people, including many doctors, you 
please, who need enlightenment, 
gratifying that much information ap- 
pearing our paper finds its way into 
national magazines. The current issue 
United Nations World carries in- 
formative article Hansen’s disease 
which THE STAR liberally quoted. 


Editorial 


Yesterday’s Record and Tomorrow’s Hope 


International Problem 


THE STAR plays its small part the 
international aspects the 
blem. our foreign mail, from both 
patients and workers this field the 
world over, was greatly increased, and 
the information brought via THE 
STAR patients and friends 
patients several countries prompted 
some very constructive programs im- 
prove conditions. 


Challenge Errors 


Another phase our work, one 
consider very important, that are 
constantly the alert correct mis- 
statements and slurring connotations 
placed the word leprosy (the tragic 
misnomer which must endured 
have called many people the mat 
about this, from Secretary State Dean 
Acheson for his objectionable reference 
news conference Billy Graham, 
the evangelist for his “lepro- 
sermons. 


Significant Event 


“Through long years hospitali- 
zation Carville have often won- 
dered what would happen stood 
crowded room and said, ‘I’m from 
Carville.’ These were the words 
Ann Page, THE STAR’s managing edi- 
tor. But Ann does not wonder any more. 
September she “stood up” before two 
large audiences Galveston, Texas, and 
said that, and much more. Ann Page’s 
talks before the State Convention the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Grand Promenade Texas, were 
given responsive audiences, and she 
herself was accepted with cordiality and 
warm friendship. 


Miracle Hailed 


Librarian Fitzwilliam, N.H., 
small town about 800. Miracle 
sion that have ordered another 
copy for our Library. The purpose 
have this book read every person 
the town possible, assuming they 
are ignorant was about Hansen’s 
disease.” This letter typical scores 
have received since the publication 
Betty Martin, discharged patient and 
former member THE STAR staff. 
Certainly, our review progress 
would not complete without ac- 
claiming this book for the contribution 
Hansen’s disease. condensation 
Miracle Carville appears 


Digest (Feb. 
Disappointments 


Columbia’s decision abandon plans 
for filming up-to-date version 
Perry Burgess’ Who Walk Alone was one 
the real disappointments 1950. 
had counted heavily this picture. 
Undoutedly would have brought en- 
lightenment millions. 

But the major disappointment the 
year was the transfer our Clinical 
Director, Dr. Erickson, another 
station. Through his 
contributions, Dr. Erickson had come 
authority disease. Dr. 
Erickson’s transfer took him, not only 
away from Carville, but entirely away 
from work, interrupting some very 
important clinical research. 

the past year the Public 
Health Service continued show spe- 
cial interest this hospital; once was 
merely tolerated. view that interest 
found particularly hard under- 


‘stand the drastic changes made our 


excellent medical staff, especially this 
important period when new develop- 
ments therapy may lead the 
discovery faster acting and more ef- 
fective remedies. 


Hope 


our work disappointment one 
kind another has not infrequently 
tracked the steps hope. Yet when 
compare conditions today those 
twenty years ago, even ten, realize 
that the seeds progress already sown 
are bringing results and that slowly but 
surely are moving toward modern- 
izing and humanizing the medical and 
social problems Hansen’s disease. 
course much, much more remains 
done. Progressive plans are the 
making. This year hope 
film, showing the activities patients 
this community, will made. 
AMVETS, national organization 
veterans, has offered finance this 
most constructive project. 

shall again press for long sought 
for national legislation correct certain 
antiquated provisions the federal law. 

Since the advent sulfone therapy, 
which this hospital 
ence has never before been close 
conquering. Hansen’s disease. The final 
triumph may come tomorrow. Mean- 
while pledge THE STAR carry 
diagnosis Hansen’s disease. Therein 
lies the difference between victim and 
patient. 
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KEY PITT SPORTS 


“Teamwork and spirit did it,” said 
Coach Gaston England, after the Hi- 
School swept through the five teams 
the double round-robin volleyball tour- 
nament without loss and then went 
defeat the runner-up American Le- 
gion team the mid-December four- 
out-of-seven-games playoff easily tak- 
ing four out five games. 

Mr. England, instructor 
learned fast. only had few days 
actual practice sessions and filled 
couple rainy afternoons with black- 
board drill.” The skull sessions 
ently paid off with victory the tour- 
nament, but the old-timers con- 
vinced even when the Hi-School team 
won the trophy. They challenged with 
All-Star team, but the outcome was 
the same—the winner and 
pion—the Hi-School. Team members 
Kay Cobb, Arthur Gibson, Willie 
waguchi, Ralph Padilla, Manuel Val- 
lejo, Richard Williams, and Ray Wood 
will receive silver volleyballs 
vidual awards. 

the sports pages inserted basket- 
ball the Number spot, local interest, 
too, turned our greensward court and 
the boys have been passing, shooting, 
and dribbling the uneven turf. After 
working out with them 
noons, Mr. England believes that with 
three months’ practice Point Clair 
could put team the floor that could 
beat any high school five the state. 
Tom Armstrong and Arthur Gibson 
“would the two best backboard men 
any high school hoop conference and 
could probably control the rebounds 
with most college are wil- 
ling believe that Gaston England, 
former star with the round ball 
Northwestern Louisiana Institute, knows 
what talking about. has coach- 
independent girls’ basketball team 
Baton Rouge, known the Steam 
Fitters three southern AAU cham- 
pionships. got the coach and 
got the talent; why 
take shot some inter-city baskett 
ball competition. Furthermore, some 
the southeastern conference universities 
might want take look Tom and 
Arthur before they give out their basket- 
with 
draft taking its share college hopefuls. 
isn’t likely that either our boys 
will have their number come for 
some time. 
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those days, the ground the “back” 
had less drainage than has today, and 
with the first big rain, almost all 
the chickens were drowned. didn’t 
discourage the boys from their search 
for excitement, though, and they ex- 
panded their activities starting 
boat building campaign. Mr. Henry 
tells that there were fifteen twenty 
boats built during that period and that 
the lake which was five six feet deep 
used extend the back fence. 
supervised the building road along 
the fence which made possible for the 
boys circle the lake. Dr. Denny, the 
hospital’s first M.O.C., had platform 
built around the big cypress which 
stands some twenty feet out the lake 
and commands its farthest point. “They 
used catch trout from the platform,” 
said Mr. Henry, “and cook them back 
there. One afternoon, Ted turned over 
his sailboat the middle the lake 
and someone brought word that had 
drowned. Everybody went out there and 
dragged the lake for for hours look- 
ing for his body and all the time, Ted 
was sitting his room laughing 
Mr. Henry gave this account 
show the all-out effort that was made 
those earlier days create excitement 
and, perhaps, escape from reality. “It’s 
all changed now,” said; “the new 
treatments have made all the difference 
the world.” 

Mr. Henry right, course, The 
mood the patients different. Phys- 
ically, they are much improved. The 
hospital itself has gone through meta- 
morphosis from first broken down slave 
cottages the stuccoed dormitories 
which Mr. Henry helped build, 
the modern concrete buildings which 
now stand. But one Mr. Henry’s last 
statements left the hospital’s em- 
ployment under civil service retirement 
for the one hundred acre farm only 
nine miles from here, which shares 
with his brothers, clearly illustrates the 
misunderstanding which still remains 
some minds. Mr. Henry said, “My 
brother has never been here and you 
put bag gold this office and told 
him could have would come 


and get it, you wouldn’t lose your 
money.” 


FIRST 


Citizen the Year, Bee Martinez, will 
“King for Day” when Carville dons 
Carnival costume and mood Feb- 
ruary for its annual Mardi Gras revel. 
Bee was given gold belt buckle suit- 
ably inscribed, the New Year’s Eve 
ball where was named Citizen the 
Year, appreciation his community 
service. Earlier the month was 
elected King popular vote. 


EDUCATIONAL FRONT... 
(Continued from page 


Hansen’s disease within relatively recent 
times, was made Lawrence Judd, 
director the division hospitals and 
settlement, Territory Hawaii, de- 
partment health, luncheon meet- 
ing the Honolulu Junior Chamber 
Commerce Dec. 1950. Mr. Judd 
continues spark the Hawaiian Gov- 
ernment’s program education. 

the November issue SAN- 
AIRE, published Benjamin Frank- 
lin Hospital, Columbus, Ohio, its editor, 
Edgar Wilson, raises the question: 
“What happens after discharge? 
Shall try conceal past history 
tuberculosis, shall try educate 
those meet the true facts about ar- 
rested adds, “Dis- 
charged patients the Marine 
Hospital Carville, La., which treats 
Hansen’s disease, have the 
lem. fact, their problem even 
more difficult because most people 
wrongly think Hansen’s the terms 
their Biblical knowledge leprosy.” 

After outlining some the en- 
couraging experiences that Mrs. Ger- 
trude Hornbostel having her head- 
challenge public attitude toward 
HD, editor Wilson concludes: be- 
lieve the same attitude and effort dis- 
played Mrs. Hornbostel will much 
dissipate the misunderstanding the 
general public has about arrested tuber- 
culosis patients. Try conceal that you 
have taken the cure and many people 
will learn anyway. Those who do, 
will then afraid you, because they 
will believe you wouldn’t conceal the 
and you are ashamed it.” 

“We want commend Mrs. Horn- 
bostel and members THE STAR 
staff for their ceaseless efforts.” 

One the members THE STAR 
staff, Charles Thomas, was watching the 
new television set January 1951, 
and chance found himself the 
midst review Betty Martin’s 
book, Miracle Carville. The review, 
program the English class St. 
Stevens High School, New Orleans, was 
televised over that city’s station, WDSU. 
Mr. Thomas was complimentary about 
the thoughts expressed these young 
people during the discussion. 


BRAZILIAN REWARDED... 
(Continued from page 


Recently the National Radio, 
evening session, broadcast her life story, 
granting her diploma and the me- 
dal “Order Merit.” The United 
Nations Organization has invited her 
make for them several countries 
survey the Hansen’s disease situa- 
tion. 


REPORT FROM TINIAN 


One the big problems out here 
that education for the natives mat- 
ters agriculture, commerce, economy, 
co-operative business and marketing en- 
terprises, and public health affairs. 
the public health field, these people have 
idea basic food requirements, es- 
pecially for infants, nor sanitation 
measures, nor causes disease, nor 
prevention its spread. you know, 
there not infectious disease among 
the first five causes death 
States. Out here, i.e., this district, 
tuberculosis is, away and ahead, the 
leading cause death. The most com- 
mon cause disease here worm in- 
festation, with recent survey our 
local eighty-five school 
ing that two-thirds them harbored 
The other leading diseases here, 
excepting malnutrition infants, are 
also infectious. The idea germs and 
parasites the causes the diseases 
just beginning grasped the 
youngsters school, who are 
their parents learning this informa- 
tion. 

Because the differences condi- 
tions the States and out here you 
are conducting educational program 
one direction and another. 
You are seeking overcome unrea- 
sonable fear people’s minds con- 
tracting “mildly contagious” disease, 
purpose with which agree- 
ment. are seeking develop 
“reasonable fear” contracting the var- 
ious contagious diseases here encoun- 
tered, among which leprosy. 

There are now 101 patients the 
colony Tinian, whom sixty have 
the tuberculoid type the disease, 
twenty-eight the lepromatous type, and 
thirteen whom are not yet definitely 
classified. There have been arrested 
cases discharged yet, but hope 
discharge some twenty early next 
year. 

Gordon McNeilly M.D. 
November 30, 1950 

Dr. McNeilly, director the Han- 
sen’s disease colony Tinian, operated 
the Navy, was Carville ear- 
1950 gain first hand informa- 
tion about treating before left 
for Tinian. The patients Tinian 
come from the surrounding islands 
the Marianas group. 

ED. 
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Carville, Louisiana 


Missions’ Staff Members Call 


SPECIAL THE STAR 


Mrs. T.R. Husk, National Field Secretary 
the American Leprosy (left) and Mrs. 
Clifton Rash, wife this hospital’s resident Prot- 
estant Chaplain, shown when they called THE 
STAR office during visit here 
December. 


Forest Eisenbise, Regional Secretary, Dallas 
and C.F. Ulrich, Chicago, the Missions’ 


also visited here recently. 


national field secretary for Amer- 
ican Leprosy Missions has been 
Atlantic the Pacific, from the Gulf 
the Great Lakes. the light current 
medical and sociological knowledge and 
deep spiritual conviction have spoken 
practically all denominations, schools, 
colleges and clubs many states. Al- 
ways have tried tell truthfully what 
have seen and heard Carville and 
Cuba and learned from the lips and 
letters Christian Missionaries all over 
the world concerning the tragic plight 
people—my fellow men—in many 
lands who suffer from Hansen’s disease. 


all meetings have turned the 
white light truth upon the piled 
prejudices and superstitions the cen- 
turies which hang today heavy, spirit- 
breaking burdens the heads and 
hearts patients government and 
church colonies everywhere, well 
the even more unfortunate ones, those 
who languish lonely corners the 
earth wander from place place 
with help, medical spiritual, from 
any source. 


This fourth visit Carville 
the seven years have been with Amer- 
ican Leprosy Missions. Always have 
been the guest our mutually beloved 
and respected Chaplain and Mrs. Clif- 
ton Rash and the Public Health 
Service. How thankful are that our 
Mission able give Carville your 
Protestant Chaplain—we pay his salary. 
have seen and heard from you what 
and Mrs. Rash mean patients and 


personnel. 

Everywhere today people know about 
Carville and THE STAR. Often some- 
body brings copy THE STAR 
meeting thinking might not know 
about it! Imagine it! have careful 
meetings not spend all time 
talking about Carville. Our Movement 
supports wholely part 125 colonies 
all over the world and many them 
provide all the buildings and 
equipment and the drugs. Our budget 
carries $100,000.00 for drugs alone. 

happy New Year THE STAR 
and all its readers. God give all 
wisdom and courage enough win the 
“fight” against Hansen’s disease; 
cially the prejudice 
which its chief burden. 

Mrs. Husk 


ceived Dr. Sharp, Parke-Davis, 
director clinical investigation, after 
the Detroit firm announced the devel- 
opment its new drug, “Promacetin.” 
anonymous, pencil-scrawled note was 
enclosed with the money. use 
this connection with your research 
Hansen’s disease” the almost illegi- 
ble note said. 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired daily with patients for over years without 

the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
1874 Armaucr Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
whcre the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
2 o es . 4 
undreds persons causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
employed the Carvi impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, the two germs 
cians, ctc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel lias 


cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 


Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, New York and Vermont and patients those states are 


ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 


reportable but the patient subject “NO RESTRIC- 
TIONS.” down, go) 
* 


most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 


and one would expect more cases develop coin- 
man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years contracting disease. Half the patients now 
record? 


Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greck (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 


word lepra their cffort find Greck equivalent for The writers the New Testament followed the example 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hanscn’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 


the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancicnt Hebrews found the numerous cases 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament the view that was thought essentially 


mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” eprosy, however, des- 
cribed being 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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Our staff now printing 7,000 copies THE STAR. 
which considerably short our goal 10,000 subscribers. 
print THE STAR provide hope and insure future 
for those who have Hansen’s disease and for those who may 
develop it. 

American forces, some whom come from endemic states, 
are even now fighting under conditions extreme physical, 
mental, and emotional stress. When these conditions unbal- 
ance the body’s equilibrium, Hansen’s disease sometimes takes 
advantage the situation. When this happens the fear the 
superstition-laden disease often proves more shock than 
war itself. 

Our friends can help break down this fear which sim- 
ply the result not knowing the facts. each one our 
present subscribers will reach one new subscriber, ‘THE STAR 
can easily attain its goal 10,000 regular readers 1951. 
Now time for active participation, not passive endorse- 
ment. Become the hub educational circle your neigh- 
borhood. Have least one your friends subscribe 
THE STAR. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


Promote educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
and finance social service for needy patients. 


Kindly make checks money orders payable 
THE STAR 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, 
National Leprosarium, Carville, Louisiana. 


Please send THE STAR to: 


Address 


State. 


Subscription $1.00 per year 
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